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NOTICES OF LOCAL TOKENS ISSUED IN ULSTER.— 1. 
BELFAST TICKET. 



[Wb are indebted to Mr. George Benn, now of Liverpool, formerly of Belfast, a gentleman well- 
versed in our local history, for the following notice of a very curious coin issued in this town! It was 
pioked up by his brother, many years ago, in London, out of the vast collection of that great coin- 
dealer, the late Mr. Young, of Tavistock Street, Covent Garden. Mr. Benn kindly promises a future 
paper on other local coins, and, in the meantime, inquires if any information can be given respecting 
the issuer, or the building here represented, which, he supposes, may be intended for the old market- 
house. — Ed.] 

" I send you a representation of a local token of Belfast, and the most interesting one, perhaps, in 
existence. The traders of the present day, accustomed to the facilities arising from the circulation 
of small money, issued from time to time by the Government, have no idea of the inconvenience to 
which their shop-keeping predecessors of the 17th and early part of the 18th centuries were put, 
when such was not the practice, and the want of which obliged them to adopt the plan, throughout 
this kingdom, as well as England, of coining money, (generally copper penny tokens) on their own ac- 
count. These tokens, I believe, are not held in very great esteem by collectors. This would seem to be a 
mistake ; for, if the true object of antiquarian research be, by a scrutiny of monuments and records, to 
present to the curiosity of the living an account of the thoughts, the habits, the costume, the build- 
ings, the state of trade, of the useful and ornamental arts, the employments, the daily life, as it were, 
of those who lived in the world in past times ; and if such pursuit be laudable and proper regarding 
the inhabitants of Nineveh, of Athens, of Borne, or of London, we must by no means overlook the claims 
upon .our attention of the very respectable and worthy citizens who lived and moved in the shops and 
streets of our own good town, two hundred, or one hundred years ago, so far as we can be assisted in such 
inquiry by the inspection of the small change which was daily passing through their honest fingers. 
Private tokens are, without doubt, quite within the scope of antiquarian inquiry, as illustrative of the 
general state of the country at the time, but more particularly of the local and family history of the 
places in which they were issued. They have also more or less come down to our own day, pretty 
much with an eye to business as tangible and permanent advertisements, when distributed gratui- 
tously, by large shopkeepers and warehousemen, or when issued by extensive manufacturers, for the 
mutual convenience of themselves and their operatives. The earlier tokens of Belfast, however, are very 
numerous, — much more so than those of any other place in the kingdom, except Dublin, thus indi- 
cating that its superiority in trade and enterprise was relatively as great in past as in present times. 
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I have seen perhaps not less than thirty tokens of Belfast alone, issued by various individuals 
in the century from 1637 to 1737, and several also of a later date. The one to which especial attention 
is here drawn, is without a date ; but, from collating 
it with others, I have little doubt that its era was 
about the year 1730. It is different, also, in a very 
important respect from any known to me, presenting 
not only the name of the individual by whom it was 
issued but also a representation of a public building, 
which at that time existed in the town, but which 
is now to be numbered with the things that have been. I think the representation on the coin 
may be taken for a sort of Chinese perspective, in a small space, of a portion of old High-Street, 
Belfast, and that the building is intended for the original market-house of the town. I am in- 
duced to fix on this building as that which is represented, from its appropriateness as devoted 
to the purposes for which this specimen of the circulating medium was called into existence, — 
from its general appearance, — the kind of market-house look that it has, — but more particularly 
from the objects in connexion with it. Many of the inhabitants will doubtless still recollect 
the old market-house, or at least the ruins of it. It stood in High-street at the corner of Corn 
Market, oooupying considerable portions of both streets. Even after the building had become 
ruinous, or had been removed, the market long lingered about this locality; as it is not very 
many years since butter, eggs, fowl, and other articles of country produce, were exposed and 
sold in the open thoroughfare, in this very part of High street. There is no doubt, therefore, that 
if this edifice be not meant for the market -house, it must be intended for some other building in 
High-street ; as the stream, which still runs through the centre of that street, now all covered over, 
is represented open, which we know it was at the time the coin was issued, and for many years after ; 
and it is also shewn crossed by a bridge of two arches. No other part of the town could be so re- 
presented. High Street was then, and, I suppose, would still be considered, the principal street 
within our bounds. The Mr. Johnston who issued this token, was most probably one of its inhabi- 
tants, and in his shop near the market-house, well stored with leather or linen, or meal or flour, or 
cloth or hardware, or all these, and sundry other commodities as well, briskly circulated his Belfast 
Tickets. I speak conjeeturally, of course, with regard to the employment and the exact whereabouts 
of our local«master of the mint ; but that he was a man Of some note may be inferred from the cir- 
cumstance of his styling his coinage of half-pence, by way of distinction, the Belfast Ticket ; and 
that he was also a man who wished to give value (as indeed Belfast shopkeepers still do, and always have 
done, from time immemorial,) may be further inferred from the information conveyed to the pub- 
lic on the coin itself, and which I have never met with on that of any of his contemporaries, and 
which, though somewhat indistinct, is to be rendered, " Is. 2d. ^ lb this cost." This was like the prac- 
tice of a moneyer of more recent date, whose broad pieces many of us must have seen, and which 
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were impressed with the legend : " Pure Copper preferable to Paper."— But how different the aspect 
of the High-Street upon which Mr. Johnston, of the reign of Queen Anne, or George I. looked from 
his shop- window, or cast his eyes of a fine summer evening, when strolling along to have a gossip with 
one of his neighbours, from the active and crowded scene which it now presents. Then it had a pic • 
turesque, almost a sylvan appearance. Tall trees grew upon the banks of the stream, which rolled 
through its centre ; boys were fishing in the river, which, at least beyond the influence of the tide, 
was probably as retired and as pure as many a little favourite haunt now miles away from the smoke : 
— for in those days steam engines were not, nor flax mills, nor population, nor any of the other 
eauses which go to disfigure or pollute the limpid waters of an Irish brook. The Castle too, though 
burnt some years before, (if I am right in fixing the date of the token,) would still have preserved, 
it is to be supposed, so much of its castellated appearance, as to communicate, in conjunction with .its 
extensive gardens, an antique and aristocratic air to a street, which even then, on some occasions, 
must have shewn marks of that great traffic by which it was to be distinguished in after days. I have 
thought it possible that some of the turrets represented in the token, or the objects which seem to be 
reflected in the river to the left, might indicate the gate-houses, or some part of the Castle buildings. 
At any rate the Castle and the Market House of Belfast were in close proximity. The river in front 
was crossed by several bridges, — probably five, — the principal of which was at Bridge-street, from 
which that street derives its name. It was at this central point labourers for hire collected ; and af- 
terwards, when the old Exchange was the more general place of meeting for such a purpose, the 
phrase still continued in use, of sending " to the Bridge" for a man, — the poor men the while being 
assembled together where no bridge was. 

It would thus appear that local tokens, however insignificant they may appear in the eyes of the 
" dryasdust " antiquary, are not without their value, and should indeed be objects of special interest 
and importance to inquirers into local history, as they may be the means of corroborating or refuting 
doubtful or disputed circumstances, or rescuing from oblivion, by characters as durable as brass or 
copper can make them, both names and places worth preserving that might otherwise have been for- 
gotten. On a future occasion I will, perhaps, furnish some more samples of Ulster Tokens ; and, in 
the meantime, if any of the readers or supporters of this Journal should be aware of the existence of 
any such coins as are here described, they would, perhaps, take the trouble of bringing them to light 
that a description of them may be preserved." — Gr.B. 



